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4-H Focus

L eavenwor t h  C o u n ty  i s  h a ppy  t o  a nn ou n ce  the  h i r ing  of  D ean
R ay,  A gr i cu l tu re  a n d  N a t ur a l  Reso u r ce  A gent .  Dean  comes  to
t h e  ex t en s i o n  of f i ce  a f t e r  a  2 4 -ye a r  car eer  in  the  mi l i tary.  Dean i s
o r i g i n a l ly  f ro m  C olora d o  b u t  r ece ived  h i s  bache lor ’ s  degree  and
co m m i s s i o n  a s  a  m i l i tar y  o f f i cer  f r o m P it t sburg  Stat e  Univers i ty.
H e’s  h a d  t h e  op p o r tu n i t y  t o  t rave l  a l l  ove r  th e  United  S tate s  and
i n t ern a t i o n a l l y.  D ean ’ s  pas s i o n  fo r  a g r ic u l ture  com bined w ith  h i s
m i l i t a ry  ca reer  h a s  ex p os ed  h im  t o  an  a r ray  of  crop and l ive s tock
p ro d u ct i o n  pr a c t ices  a cr os s  t h e  g l o be .  A ft er  l iv ing  in
L eavenwor t h  C o u n ty  o n  two  d i f fer en t  occas ions ,  Dean and hi s
fa m i ly  d ec id ed  t h i s  wa s  w h e r e  t h e y  wa nt ed  to  hang  t he i r  hat  for
l i fe  a f t er  th e  m i l i tar y.  He  lo oks  for wa rd  t o  working  with
h o m eow n ers ,  g a rd en er s ,  s m al l  a n d  l a r g e  acr eage  owners ,  and
l i ves t o ck  pro d u cer s  acr o ss  the  d i ve rs e  a g r icul t ur a l  and
h o rt i cu l t u ra l  m akeup  wi t h in  t h e  cou nt y.
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All 4-H youth, ages 7 to 18 who are enrolled in swine, beef cattle, dairy cattle, bucket calf,
sheep, all goats, rabbits, and poultry are required to take YQCA training each year. You will
not be able to show at our Leavenworth County Fair or any state events without this annual
certification.

What is YQCA you ask? Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a multi-species
livestock quality assurance program for youth ages 7-18.
There are two option to take the course:

Option A: 
Taking the course through one of our three face-to-face sessions. The course takes
approximately one hour and will cost $3 for each youth participant.

Option B:
Taking the course online through YQCA. This option is $12 per youth
participant. This option is not available for 7 year olds. They must take it in-person.
All 4-H youth, ages 7-18, will need to register online through yqcaprogram.org before
taking the class.  If you choose option B, you must submit a YQCA certificate to the office no later than June
15, 2026.

When you register, please click the 4honline box and register with your
4honline username and password.

Face-to-face trainings for 2026
All county face-to-face trainings will be held at the Leavenworth County Extension Office.  All trainings will
start at 6pm with registration/sign-in starting at 5:30pm.

Training 1:  Thursday, March 12th
Training 2: Monday, March 30th
Training 3: Tuesday, April 14th
 

In-Person YQCA Trainings 
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Kansas State Research and Extension and 4-H Youth
Development offers an educational program specifically
designed for youth ages 5 and 6 called Cloverbuds. 
Children of this age have distinctive learning
characteristics and developmental needs that are different
from older youth who participate in 4-H. That is why the
4-H Cloverbuds program is designed with specific
educational objectives and policies focused to benefit 5-
and 6-year-old children. 
4-H Cloverbuds may not participate in any competitive 4-
H events, but they may showcase their exhibits at county
fair and public events. 4-H Cloverbuds are allowed to
showcase a pet from the approved list in accordance with
4-H Cloverbuds pet policies. 4-H Cloverbuds may not
own and/or show 4-H livestock. 
Most of our community clubs in Leavenworth County
have youth this age who are enrolled members of that
club. Some clubs have separate activities for Cloverbud
youth while others have them engage during their regular
monthly meetings.  Leavenworth County 4-H also offers a
countywide Cloverbud meeting every quarter.
The next Countywide Cloverbud meeting will be hosted
by Grown Right and held on March 1st at 3pm at the
Fairgrounds.  Contact the Extension Office for more
information or to RSVP.

NEXT MEETING:
MARCH 1  @ 3PMS T

LEAVENWORTH COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
4-H BUILDING

Congratulations to all those who participated in our
2026 Leavenworth County 4-H Club Day.  Your hard
work shows.  We have very talented 4-Hers in
Leavenworth County!  Score cards and ribbons are now
available for pick up at the Extension Office.

For those who received a Top Blue and were elected to
advance to regionals, please mark your calendars for
March 21 .  If you have not notified the office that you
will be attending regionals, please do so ASAP.  

st

County Club Day & Regional
Club Day



Summer Camp
Rock Springs

Ranch
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Summer Program Coordinator
Know someone who loves education and is looking for a part-
time summer job?  We are looking for a summer program
coordinator who will be able to provide summer programming
within our communities.  Candidates must be post high
school.  To apply, please send a resume and letter of interest to
sonyam@ksu.edu.  

New to Livestock Projects?
Are you new to a livestock project?  We understand that 4-H can be a bit overwhelming for new members,
espeically those with animals.  Here a few helpful hints to help you.

Read your fair rules (The rules for 2026 have not been released but will be by April 1 .) You can reference last
year’s fair rules to help get you started.

st

Attend countywide project meetings (Cattle, Goat, Rabbit, Poultry and Bucket Calf all hold monthly
meetings)
Look for your livestock letters in the mail.  Beef letters just went out and small animal (swine, sheep, goat,
bucket calf) will go out first of April.  Please read these letters once you get them.
Mark you calendar for tagging.  Beef weigh-in and tagging is Saturday, March 7 .  Small animal tagging (swine,
sheep and goat) is Sunday, May 3 .  Both are at the Leavenworth County Fairgrounds

th

rd

Complete YQCA training.  All youth who plan to show beef, swine, goats, sheep, bucket calf, dair cattle, dairy
goats, poultry or rabbits must complete YQCA training.  
Fill out your fair entries in FairEntry (our fair management system) when it opens on June 1 .  Please watch
your email and newsletters for more information on FairEntry when we get closer to June.

st
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Leavenworth County

Leavenworth County
711 Marshall St.
Suite 101
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and
activities. Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by contacting the event contact (Sonya Murphy) two

weeks prior to the start of the even at (913-364-5700). Requests received after this date will be honored when it is feasible to do so.


