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4-H Focus

Enrollment for the 2026-27 4-H year is now open. Please remember that
you must enroll in 4honline each year to be considered an active 4-Her.
Please also remember that all adults who serve as a leader/volunteer
within our 4-H program need to also enroll annually through 4honline.
Below are quick points to help you through the process.
 
* Please go to https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in to get started

* If you are a returning family, use your log-in and password from last
year. Do not create a new account. 

* Remember to update family address, phone numbers and email
addresses. The Extension Office uses this information on a regular
basis to contact your family. If the information is not correct, you may
miss important information throughout the 4-H year.

* Reminder that 4-Hers will not be active until payment of the annual
$15 fee is received and processed by the State Office. We strongly
encourage families to pay with a credit card instead of by check. A
check can significantly delay your enrollment. 

* For more detailed information on enrollment and a direct link to
4honline, please take a look at the instruction guides available on
4honline and on our website: leavenworth.ksu.edu.

* Like always if you have questions or need assistance, please contact
the Extension Office: (913)364-5700.



4 -H  p roject  s p a rk  p a ges  ser ve  a s  t h e  fo undat ional  roadmaps  for  you t h- le d ,  hands -on
l ea rn i n g .  W h i le  a  4 -H  pr o jec t  foc us e s  on  explor ing  a  sp ec i f ic  inte re s t ,  th e  pro ject  spa rk  page
i s  t h e  s t ru ctu re d  too l  t hat  t r a nsf o rm s  t h at  int er es t  into  la s t ing  l i fe  sk i l l s ,  cha r act er  t ra i t s ,
a nd  p ra ct ica l  kn o w l ed ge .  

1.  Driving the  "Learn by Doing"  Phi losophy
A t  i t s  co r e ,  4 -H  o perat es  on  ex per ient ia l  l earn ing .  Pro ject  spark  pages  pro vide  s te p-b y-s tep
i n s t ru ct io n s  a nd  pr ogr ess ive  l ea rning  ex per iences  th at  a l low youth  to  pract i ce  r ea l -wor ld
s k i l l s .  R a th er  t h a n  ju s t  rea d i ng  a b o ut  a  t opic ,  the  guid e  prompts  mem ber s  to  bu i ld ,  gr ow,  or
crea t e  i n d ep en d ent l y .  

2.  Teaching Goal  Sett ing and Self -Evaluation
A  m a jo r  com po nent  of  any  4 -H pr o jec t  s park  p age  i s  t eaching  youth  h o w to  e s ta b l i sh  c lear
l ea rn i n g  o b ject ives .  T he  p a ges  prom pt  m embers  to :

D ef i n e  w h a t  they  w a n t  t o  a c h i e v e  a t  the  s tar t  of  t he  year .
T ra ck  th e i r  pr ogr ess  a l on g  a  d e f i ne d  path.
R ef l ect  o n  w h a t  they  l ea rn ed ,  w h er e  they  exce l led ,  and where  they  fe l l  sho rt .

3 .  Cult ivat ing Life long Record-Keeping Habits
P ro j ect  s p a rk  p a ges  in tr od uc e  m em b ers  to  s t r uct ured  record-kee ping,  requir i n g  th em t o
d o cu m ent  ex pe nses ,  a ct i v i t i e s ,  l ead ers hip  ro les ,  and  communit y  ser v ice .  T h i s  teach es  youth
vi t a l  o rgan izat i on a l  an d  com m un i cat io n  sk i l l s  that  prepare  t hem  for  long-te rm
res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  l ike  b ud get i n g ,  t r a ckin g  f inances ,  an d  career  schedu l i ng .  

4 .  Fostering Career  Explorat ion and Personal  Spark
W it h  d oz en s  o f  p ro j ect  t r a cks  a va i lab le  across  the  countr y—from co m puter  sc i e nce  to
l i ves t o c k  h u sb an d r y— p roj ec t  s p a r k  p a ge s  offe r  an  age -ap propr iate  over v iew of  wh at  a
s p ec i f i c  f i e l d  en ta i l s .  T hey  a l l o w  y o ut h  t o  " tes t  dr ive"  potent ia l  careers ,  d i scov er  t he i r
p ers o n a l  p a s s ion s ,  an d  u nd ers t a nd  th e  comm itme nt  r eq uired  t o  see  a  com plex  ta sk  throu gh
t o  co m plet io n.

F i nd  a l l  p r o j ect  spar k  pages  fo r  K ans a s  4 -H on t h e  Kan sas  4 -H  Web s i te  o r  fo l low th e  l ink:
h t t p s :/ / w w w .kan s a s 4 -h . or g/ p roject s /
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Project Spark Pages
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Attention all newly elected club officers.  We
are holding a county wide officer training

this year.  The training will be November 12,
2026 from 6:30pm - 8pm at the Extension

Office.  Please contact the Extension Office to
RSVP by November 6th.  

 

D u ri n g  t h e  S ep t em ber  m eet in g  f o r  L eav enwort h  County  4-
H  C o u n ci l ,  t h e  2 0 2 6 -2 7  o f f i c er s  w er e  e l ected .  The  new
of f i cers  a re :

P r es i d en t :  B en j a m in  K a r les k i n t
V ice  P res i d en t :  M alach i  Str ic k
S ecr et a ry :  T a e l yn n P eter
T r ea s u rer :  A l l i s o n  M ur ph y
R ep o rt er :  A d el a i d e  Z en ger

P l ea s e  jo i n  m e in  c o ngr a tul a t i n g  t he se  4 -Hers !  

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  no t  b e  as  fam i l iar  w ith  Leavenworth
C o u n t y  4 -H  Co u n c i l ,  cou nci l  i s  made  up  of  4 -H
rep res en t a t i ves  f r o m  each  com m un i ty  c lu b  across  our
cou n t y .  T h i s  grou p  o f  4 -Hers  a t t end a  bu s iness  meet ing
b i m o n t h l y  an d  s i t  o n  a  you th  c om mit t ee  that  p lans
d i f feren t  co u n t ywid e  ev ents  thr ou gh o ut  t he  4 -H year  l ike  4 -
H  C lu b  D a y,  t h e  fu n even t  a t  coun ty  f a i r  and t he
A ch i evem en t  Ce l eb rat i o n  th a t  i s  h e l d  every  N ove mbe r .
R ep res en t a t i ve s  o f  co u n ci l  a r e  e l e ct ed  a t  the i r  community
c l u b  t o  s erve  i n  th ese  co unt yw id e  p o s i t ions .  I t  i s  s t rongly
en co u ra ged  th a t  4 -H er s  a re  1 2  year s  o f  age  or  o lder .  Ten
a n d  e leven  yea r  o l d s  m a y  serv e  on ly  i f  o lder  4 -H ers  are  not
a v a i la b l e .  S e ve n  th rou gh  nin e  y ear  o l d s  are  a ske d  to  w ai t
u n t i l  t h ey  a re  o l d er  to  ser ve  on  cou n ci l .  
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Leavenworth County

Leavenworth County 4-H Council
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Achievement Celebration 2026
The Leavenworth  County  4-H Counci l  would  l ike  to  inv i te  a l l  4 -
Hers  and the i r  fami l ie s  to  our  annual  4 -H Achievement
Celebrat ion  on November  7th  at  Tonganoxie  Chr i s t ian  Church.
We wi l l  open the  n ight  with  a  d inner  s tar t ing  at  5pm and then an
awards  ceremony to  ce lebrate  a l l  our  4 -Hers ’  success  over  the
past  4 -H year .  This  event  i s  a  t ime  of  fe l lowship,  fun and a  great
way  to  c lose  the  prev ious  4 -H year  and open the  door  to  the  next
year .  

I f  you are  new to  our  program you may  want  to  know who and
what  k ind  of  awards  are  g iven  at  our  Achievement  Celebrat ion.
Those  youth  who completed  record  books  and pro ject  report
records  may  be  e l ig ib le  to  rece ive  a  pro ject  p in  in  the  pro ject
area  where  they  submitted  a  book.  This  ce lebrat ion  i s  where
members  rece ive  the i r  membership  p ins  i f  they  appl ied  for  and
met  a l l  the  requirements .  The  evening  wi l l  a l so  be  f i l l ed  with
other  spec ia l  recognit ions .  

Leavenworth  County  Counci l  hopes  you wi l l  cons ider  jo in ing  us
for  the  spec ia l  ce lebrat ion.  We look  forward  to  see ing  a l l  your
wonderful  faces  a s  we  say  goodbye  to  the  2025-26  4-H year  and
hel lo  to  the  2026-27  4-H year !

I f  you plan  to  a t tend,  p lease  contact  the  Extens ion Off ice  to
RSVP by  October  30th.



We would  l ike  to  personal ly  welcome each  of  our  new 4-H fami l ie s  to  Leavenworth  County  4-H.  We
are  exc i ted  that  you have  dec ided  to  jo in  th i s  wonderful  program.  4 -H was  born  in  1902 and ever  s ince
has  s t r ived  to  be  the  best  youth  deve lopment  program poss ib le .  4 -H uses  an  exper ient ia l  l earning
model  to  teach  young people  the  l i fe  sk i l l s  they  need  to  be  proact ive  forces  within  the i r  communit ies .  

I  know jo ining  a  new organizat ion  can  be  overwhelming.  I  want  you to  know that  you have  a  4 -H
fami ly  that  i s  here  to  he lp  you.  From your  community  l eaders ,  parent  volunteers ,  exper ienced  4-hers  to
your  Extens ion Staf f ,  we  are  a l l  here  to  as s i s t  you.  
I  would  a l so  l ike  to  welcome back  a l l  re turning  4-Hers .  We are  g lad  you cont inue  to  be  a  va luable  part
of  th i s  amazing  youth  deve lopment  program.  
 
P lease  remember  to  check  our  webs i te  of ten  and to  read  your  newslet ters  for  informat ion on what  i s
happening  in  Leavenworth  County  4-H.  
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Welcome New 4-H Families

Premium Checks and More
We  s t i l l  h a v e  s h o wma n s h i p  t - s h i r t s  s t i l l  l e f t  f o r  p i c k  u p .   I f
y o u  wo n  c h a mp i o n  o r  r e s e r v e  c h a mp i o n  i n  a  l i v e s t o c k  o r
s ma l l  a n i ma l  p r o j e c t  a n d  y o u  h a v e  n o t  p i c k e d  u p  y o u r
s h o wma n s h i p  t - s h i r t ,  p l e a s e  d o  s o  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

Co u n t y  F a i r  Ri b b o n  P r e mi u m c h e c k s  a r e  n o w a v a i l a b l e  f o r
p i c k  u p  a t  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  Of f i c e .   Y o u  wi l l  n e e d  t o  s i g n  f o r
y o u r  c l u b ’ s  c h e c k .   

Did you know the  Extens ion Off ice  has  a  drop box?   Can’t  make  i t  to  the
Extens ion Off ice  before  5pm.   P lease  ut i l i ze  th i s  drop box  to  drop off

f inancia l  reports ,  organizat ional  report  forms  or  any  other  document .   Drop
box  i s  located  on the  s ide  door ,  to  the  west  of  the  s l id ing  doors .   

Extension Drop 
Box
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Make record books easier with ZBooks
4-H Record Keeping has been a part of the 4-H model for many, many
years.  It is a life skill that even in our growing world of technology is
still important.  Up until recently, the record keeping part of 4-H might
have felt like it was still in stuck in the 80's.  Technology is such a big
part of our life, why not improve the way we do record keeping in 4-H.  

ZBooks is highly effective because it digitizes and simplifies the 4-H
record-keeping process, eliminating the hassle of paper binders and
confusing forms.
Here is why it is so valuable for 4-H members:

Centralized Hub: Keeps all current and past project books safely
stored in one secure online profile.
Auto-Tracks History: Automatically compiles the multi-year
Permanent Record as members input their activities over time.
Simplifies Finance Data: Features guided fields that organize
project expenses, income, and animal health data without
formatting stress.
Digital Media Uploads: Allows youth to type their "4-H Story"
and upload project photos directly into the software.
Anytime Editing: Enables year-round, cloud-based updates from
any device, preventing last-minute scrambles before fair deadlines.
One-Click Printing: Generates clean, professionally formatted
documents that perfectly align with county judging rubrics.

Interested in trying ZBooks?  Check out the below link to learn more
and how to sign up.

ZBooks Info Link: https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-
recognition/ZBooks.html

Get Organized with ZBooks



 Club Financial Reports are Due by November 15th
  Each club who has a bank account is required to turn in a financial report each year.  At minimum we need a
completed treasurers book.  It is required to include the following within your book. 

1.  Bank Statements
2.Budget (page 9)
3.Yearly Summary of Club Finances (page 24)
4.4-H Club/Extension Affiliated Group Annual Financial Report (page 29)
5.Required signatures (page 30)

I want to remind everyone that this is a requirement and not optional.  If you are a chartered club and have a bank
account you need to complete these documents.  Not completing these documents can and will affect your club charter.  
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Upcoming News and Events

  Attention Leaders
Organizational Report Forms are due to the Extension Office by November 15th.  You can find this form on our website

under 4-H Youth Development/Form and Resources/Organizational Report Form. 

I invite all leaders to attend the Officer Training on November 12 .  We will have a leader’s meeting before the training.  The
meeting will start at 5:30pm.  One leader from each club is strongly encouraged to attend.  Both leaders would be best!  Please

RSVP to the Extension Office by November 6th.

th

 Kansas Youth Leadership Forum and Kansas Volunteer Forum
 Kansas Youth & Volunteer Leadership Forums – Register by Oct. 15!
Mark your calendars for an incredible weekend of leadership and networking! The Kansas Youth Leadership Forum (KYLF)
and Kansas Volunteer Forum (KVF) are coming to Rock Springs Ranch  from November 21–22, 2026.
This concurrent event offers distinct, high-impact tracks for both senior 4-H youth and our dedicated adult volunteers:

For Youth (Ages 14–18): Expand your leadership toolkit, connect with peers from across Kansas, attend dynamic
workshops, and vote for the 2027 Kansas 4-H Youth Leadership Council. It is a fantastic opportunity to build skills, make
memories, and form lifelong friendships.
For Adult Volunteers: The Kansas Volunteer Forum runs alongside the youth event, offering leaders a chance to
collaborate, share ideas, and gather practical tools to bring back to local clubs. KVF attendees will join the youth for the
keynote speaker and participate in specialized volunteer workshops.

Registration Deadline: Thursday, October 15, 2026
How to Join: https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/kansas-youth-
leadership-forum/



Leavenworth County

Leavenworth County
711 Marshall St.
Suite 101
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and
activities. Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by contacting the event contact (Sonya Murphy) two

weeks prior to the start of the even at (913-364-5700). Requests received after this date will be honored when it is feasible to do so.
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	Project Spark Pages
	4-H project spark pages serve as the foundational roadmaps for youth-led, hands-on learning. While a 4-H project focuses on exploring a specific interest, the project spark page is the structured tool that transforms that interest into lasting life skills, character traits, and practical knowledge.
	1. Driving the "Learn by Doing" Philosophy
	At its core, 4-H operates on experiential learning. Project spark pages provide step-by-step instructions and progressive learning experiences that allow youth to practice real-world skills. Rather than just reading about a topic, the guide prompts members to build, grow, or create independently.

	2. Teaching Goal Setting and Self-Evaluation
	A major component of any 4-H project spark page is teaching youth how to establish clear learning objectives. The pages prompt members to:
	Define what they want to achieve at the start of the year.
	Track their progress along a defined path.
	Reflect on what they learned, where they excelled, and where they fell short.
	3. Cultivating Lifelong Record-Keeping Habits
	Project spark pages introduce members to structured record-keeping, requiring them to document expenses, activities, leadership roles, and community service. This teaches youth vital organizational and communication skills that prepare them for long-term responsibilities like budgeting, tracking finances, and career scheduling.
	4. Fostering Career Exploration and Personal Spark
	With dozens of project tracks available across the country—from computer science to livestock husbandry—project spark pages offer an age-appropriate overview of what a specific field entails. They allow youth to "test drive" potential careers, discover their personal passions, and understand the commitment required to see a complex task through to completion.
	Find all project spark pages for Kansas 4-H on the Kansas 4-H Website or follow the link:  https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/
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	Leavenworth County 4-H Council
	During the September meeting for Leavenworth County 4-H Council, the 2026-27 officers were elected. The new officers are:
	President: Benjamin Karleskint
	Vice President: Malachi Strick
	Secretary: Taelynn Peter
	Treasurer: Allison Murphy
	Reporter: Adelaide Zenger
	Please join me in congratulating these 4-Hers!
	For those who may not be as familiar with Leavenworth County 4-H Council, council is made up of 4-H representatives from each community club across our county. This group of 4-Hers attend a business meeting bimonthly and sit on a youth committee that plans different countywide events throughout the 4-H year like 4-H Club Day, the fun event at county fair and the Achievement Celebration that is held every November. Representatives of council are elected at their community club to serve in these countywide positions. It is strongly encouraged that 4-Hers are 12 years of age or older. Ten and eleven year olds may serve only if older 4-Hers are not available. Seven through nine year olds are asked to wait until they are older to serve on council.
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	Premium Checks and More
	We still have showmanship t-shirts still left for pick up.  If you won champion or reserve champion in a livestock or small animal project and you have not picked up your showmanship t-shirt, please do so as soon as possible.
	County Fair Ribbon Premium checks are now available for pick up at the Extension Office.  You will need to sign for your club’s check.
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